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ABSTRACT

This presentation draws from the insights of two large empirical projects, one completed (2016-2017) and the other in
progress (2018-2020). The second project builds on the findings of the first, and both are focused on Muslim
residential concentration areas. The entrenched policy wisdom is that ethnic residential concentrations concentrations
are (potentially) problematic; the lived experience of their residents is that they are supportive and protective. When
we look at available data (Census etc.) on Muslim concentration areas in Melbourne and Sydney, the only certainty is
that most of them are 'socio-economically disadvantaged'. Our findings so far indicate that local policy interventions
should focus on education, including migrant English, and employment, rather than on issues of ‘radicalisation’ and
social cohesion. The presentation discusses the issue of perception vs. 'reality’ of the insider/outsider view on these
concentrations in relation to the issues of Islamophobia and socio-economic disadvantage.
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