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ABSTRACT

This talk is a work-in-progress focusing on how the discourse of the extreme political far-right in Poland resonates with the
audience’s responses. Far-right movements have been gaining considerable public support in recent times in many Western
democracies. Here we focus on Poland where extreme far-right political groups are even represented in the Parliament. We
collected linguistic data on a recent incident that shocked the international public: the assassination of Pawel Adamowicz,
the liberal mayor of Gdansk, a major city in north Poland. He was stabbed at a public charity event in full view of thousands
attending and also a huge TV audience. Pawel Adamowicz was subjected to intense hate speech for a long time before his
assassination. Political commentators and members of his family argue that there was a clear connection between his
assassination and the hate speech which targeted him in the broadcast on government television. We analyse the speech
given by the far-right leader Robert Winnicki in the Polish Parliament and online responses to this speech which was
distributed on YouTube. We conducted qualitative analysis of the key themes emerging in both the leader’s discourse and
audience responses as well as computerised linguistic analysis of them. We discuss our findings and their potential
implications on brutalization of language and increasing the polarization of political attitudes in the context of Poland and
beyond.
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