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ABSTRACT

The idea of modernity is generally
associated with notions of progress and
individual freedom that developed in
Europe beginning in the 14th century,
with an acceleration everywhere due to
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geographical discoveries and
industrialisation. Postcolonial
scholarship has challenged this
Eurocentric narrative, suggesting that
modernity is the product of trans-
cultural contacts and exchanges and,
can’t be understood in the singular.
More recently, decolonial scholars have
pushed this argument further, arguing
that modernity is not just ‘multiple” but
also intrinsically linked to colonialism
and Western domination over what
became the Global South. In this
seminar | will illustrate a selection of
texts produced by Arab and Muslim
feminist intellectuals who over the 20th
and 21st centuries challenged the
episteme of modernity by fashioning an
indigenous episteme of freedom.
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